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- Romans Xxiv. 7. 


For none of us liveth to bimſeif, and no 
man dieth to bimſelf. 


De gallon 24s uR Apoſtle, having in this 
Chapter and before diſcours d 
of che mutual Duties and Obli. 
gations in Humane Life, con- 
cludes the whole with the Word: 
| above, ſcntentiouſly in way of 
3 That no one liveth to bimſelf, and no one 
dieth to bimſelf. Which without doubt muſt ſeem 
a harſh Paradox to a narrow. minded Perſon, thit 
is wholly involyd and contracted within his own 
little ſelf, and makes his private Pleaſure os Profit 
the ſole Centre of his D gns, and the Circumſe- 
rence of all his Actions. Indeed, the Heathen 
Poet in the Epigram, a man of that very lamp, 
= pe Darkueſs aud the ſhadow of Dual, 
TY the dcn gr Reverle ds dur Text; Yive 
A3 


tibi, 
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6605 
tibi, ſays he, nam moriere tibi. He took it as ſelf- 
evident, That every one dies to himſelf; and therefore 
infers it as a conſequence both plain and profitable, 
That every one ought to live to bimſelf. But our in- 
ſpired Writer has here taught us a new and Chriſtian 
Leſſon, a Doctrine which is the Source and Spring 
of all true Piety ro God, of. Juſtice and Beneficence 
to Men, of Publick Spirit and all the other Ingre- 
dients of Heroic and God-like Virtue : a Doctrine 
too ſo pregnant of Senſe and Truth, that it may 
be conſider d in various Views, all different from 
each other, and all worthy of our ſerious Specula: 
tion. I cannot now undertake to exhauſt them all, 
in ſo ſhort a Diſcourſe as is. prefcrib'd by the Occa- 
fion ; but I ſhall place before you ſome of the 
Principal, at leaſt ſome of the moſt. General and 
Obvious, which may furniſh a proper Hint and 
Riſe to your own further Meditations; © 


I. None of us, ſays the Apoſtle, liveth to himſelf. 
To live to a man's ſelf, when conſider d at large, 
is to do all the actions of Life with regard to, 
himſelf alone; as a true free. born Son of Earth, not 
accountable to any other Being for his Behaviour 
and Conduct; but carving out bis own Satisfaction 
in eyery Object of Deſite, without any Obligation 
or Relation to a Higher Power. Now in this ſenſe, 
I conceive, it's ſufficiently plain, That none of Us 

liveth, 
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liveth, ought to live, or can live to himſelf, Tis 


the thoughtleſs Atheiſt alone that can be guilty of 


ſuch Abſurdity, to imagin the firſt Parents of Hu- 
mane Race ſprung naturally out of the Mudd, 
without the foreſight and efficiency of an Intelli. 


an Atheiſt can now poſſibly be, under the power- 
ful Light of the Golpel, and the late Advances 
in Natural Knowledge, which directly lead and 
guide to the Diſcovery of the Deity) every one 
elle muſt needs ſee and acknowledge, that an Al- 
mighty and All-wiſe God was our Creator ; and 
conſequently that we live to Him, the fole Author 
of Life, and not to Ourſelves. All our Powers 
and Faculties, all the Properties and Perfections of 
our Nature were gratuitouſlly given us by the 


good will of our Maker without our own asking 


or knowing. We neither produced our own Be- 
ing, nor can we annihilate it z we can neither raiſe 
it above, nor depreſs it below the original Standard 
of its Eſſence, deriv'd to the whole Species. Which 
of you, ſays our Saviour, Luke xiii, 25. which of 


| you by taking thought can add one Cubit to his Stature? 


And fo alſo may we ſay, Which of us Creatures 
by all our Thought and Induſtry can add one ſpe- 
cific Power to our Beings more than God has be- 
ſtow'd upon them? Tis true indeed, we may ei- 
ther exert or clog our native Faculties in different 

| degrees ; 


gent Cauſe, Every one, I ſay, but an Atheiſt (if 
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degrees; we may eicher d ate thera by Exer- 

e and Hubi or damp and ftiſſe _— Sloth 
and Neglect; fo that the fame Perfon under one 
Education and Four of Life would extremely 
differ from himſelf, had he fallen under another. 
But with all our Endea vours we can exalt none 
of our Faculties above their original Piech; we 
ean never raiſe the Aquæduct above the level of 
the Fountain-Head ; we cannot advance our Spe- 
cies, or change our Humane Nature to a ſupe- 
riour Claſs of Being; we muſt all continue in our 
ſettled Rank and ee, as God was' pleas'd to 

ace Mankind in the great Scale of the Creation: 
tis the Will and Decree of God, that we are what 
we are: and as we are all his Creatures, the Work 
of his. Hands, his Servants of ſuch particular Station, 
we do all live to Him, and not to Ourſelves; 


II. But then, Secondly, beſides the title of Cre. 
ation, even on the account of our Conſervation, 
we ſo intirely ſubſiſt upon the Power and Will of 
God, that in this View alſo we muſt needs com 
ſeſs, that none of us liyeth to bimſelf, but to Him. 
For as God at firſt by his Almighty Power pro- 
duced'the World and all Creatures out of Nothing, 
ſo by a perpetual Efficacy and Emanation of the 
ſame Power he ſuſtains them all from relapſing into 
Nothing. Tis concluded, I think, among all 

thoſe 


69 

thoſe that have well conſider'd theſe Matters, That 
the ſame Divine Energy, which gave a Being to 
any Creature, muſt be conſtantly and inceſſantly 
exerted. to continue it in Being. Could we ſup- 
poſe the great Creator but ſor one ſingle Moment 
to ſuſpend and interrupt the communication of that 
Power, the whole frame and ſyſteme of Nature 
muſt immediately drop and vaniſh into its primi- 
tive Nullity. Every Eſſence thereſote, except his 
_ own eternal and immutable Eſſence, is ſolely ſup- 
ported by Him, and owes to Him not only the 
fiſt Production, but the Continuance of its Being. 
From Him alone depend not only the Breath of: our 
Noſtrils, the, operations and inſtruments: of mor- 
tal Life, but the very Exiſtence of our Souls and 
Bodies: upon His invariable Will, upon His invio- 
lable Promiſe, reſt all our hopes of future Glory, 
and all the proſpect of happy Immortality. This 
the voice of Reaſon dictates to us, and the autho· 
rity of Holy Scripture, puts it out of queſtion. For in 
Him, lays our Apoſtle, Acts xvii. 28. we live, and move, 
and have our Being. And if we all live and exiſt in him, 
much more do we live to bim, and none of us to 


III. But again, Thirdly, the Propoſition, now: 
our Text, may be conſidet d in another Vieu, not 
only with reſpect to God, our Creator and Pre- 

B ſer ver, 
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ſerver, but with reference to the ſeveral parts of the 

Creation it ſelf. 1f we ſurvey the whole Sy ſteme of 
it, as far as humane Underſtanding and Induſtry 
have yet advanced; we ſhall not find one fingle 
Thing, made abſolutely for it ſelf, but to bear 
likewiſe ſome Office, fome Subſervience to the 


uſes of its Fellow. Creatures: the All-wiſe Author 
af the Univerſe having fo contrived every part of 
his Work, that they are all coherent and contri. 
bytive to each other: and by their mutual Opera- 
tions conduce every one its ſhare to the Oeconomy 
and Beauty of the whole, Thus Aſtronomy in- 
forms us, That the Moon, not barely made to go- 
vern our Nigbt, though fo very uſeful to our Earth 
by. reflecting the Sun's Rays to it, receives again 
the like benefg from our Earth in a greater mea- 
{ure than ſhe gives jt. - *Pwere very caſie, if this 
occaſion was proper fot it, to ſhew the like Rela- 
tion in all known inftances of Nature; how every 
thing conſpiros to the general Good, and was 
0 A for cach other, INN as each for it felf, 
and all for the Glory of their Maker. *Tis enough 
to ſay once for all, what true Philofophy aſſures 
us, That every leaſt particle of Body, every Atom 
of the World, has its Operation and Paſſion 
perpetual» and: reciprocal, with all the reſt of the 
World beſides it: fuch. an Alliance being eſta. 
bliſt d between all the matter of the Univerſe, 

| that 


(41) 
that the whole is lind cogethiet By tnutun! Attts- 
ction or Gravitation, werking regularly and tif 
formly gecording t6' Quaittity ahd Diſtatice: whith 
is che grese loftrumeégt in che Land of God £6 
ſupport the permnagent Frame of Things in che 
ſamo poſture, as at firſt it was Confſticuted: Now 
if all the viſible World be this made for eich 
other; how. dare we etkertam the thSight; thitt 
we alone ſhond be madé to fe to otiffetv6s? 
Some indeed have Had the Vany to aſſert, That 
all the World was made for the uſe! of Mih; and 
Man for his own! Egjoyment: à very imfolent Pre 
ſumption 3 4 confpoſition of Self-Love, Partrakity; 
and Natural Pride; when we have neither a dus 
knowledge of ourſelves, nor of the things about us. 
By the lare improvements of Science and Art 
there are diſcovered ſuchi new Regions ir the Ur 
verſe, now to Us, though as old ac 6ur 6ivit; fuel 
immenſe Tracts of Sky and innumerable Stars, edel 
oqual to our Sum and his ſpacious Syſteme, which 
it's ſcarce poſſible to thin im earneſt, that all thoſe 
were: created fot! our ſake only, ſceing otir World 
was grown old, before we had the leaſt tidings of 
their very Exifterice; And this may teach us b6th' 
the Modeſty and the judgment to think} That 
even in the intellectual World” chere ay be n- 
metous Ranks: arid} Claſſes of Rational Creatures, 

itt B 2 | ſome 


(12) : 
ſome inferiour and many ſuperiour to Us in the 
Perſections of their ſeveral Natures, What Arro- 
gance therefore for Us, for Us that probably make 
ſo (mall a figure in the, great ſumm of the Crea. 
tion, to think We only were made exempt: from 
the univerſal Law of Service and Dependence. 
Has not God himſelf told us, in the Apoſtle's 
Words, Heb. 1. 14. that even the Angels them. 
ſelves are all miniſtring Spirits? But if thoſe glorious 
Beings live to ſubſerve and miniſter to others; 
how can We, ſo ſar below them in natural Powers, 
Station, and Dignity; how can We preſume we 
| owe Service to nothing; but are made to live only 
to ourſelves * | 


| IV. But, Fourthly, let us now procede from 
the Natural World to the Moral, and in that view 
we (hall till more clearly diſcover] the Truth of 
our Text, That none of us liveth to bimſelf. Our 
Creator has implanted in Mankind ſuch Appetites 
and Inclinations, ſuch natural Wants and Exigencies, 
that they lead him ſpontaneoufly to the love of 
Society and Friendſhip, to the deſire of Govern- 
ment and Community. Without Society and 
Government Man would be found in a worſe Con- 
dition than the very Beaſts of the Field, That Di- 
vine Ray of Reaſon, | which is his Priyilege above. 
the Brutes, would only ſerve in that caſe to _ 

im 


(13) 
him more ſenſible of his Wants, and more uneaſis 
and melancholic under them. Now if Society and 
mutual Friendſhip be ſo eſſential and neceſſary to 
the Happineſs of Mankind; tis a clear conſequence, 
That all ſuch Obligations as are neceſſary to main- 
tain Society and Friendſhip, are incumbent on eve- 
ry man. No one therefore that lives in Society, 
and expects his ſhare in the benefits of it, can be 
laid to live to himſelf. No, he lives to his Prince 
and his Country, he lives to his Parents and his 
Family, he lives to his Friends and to all under 
his Truſt ; he lives even to Foreigners, under the 
mutual Sanctions and Stipulations of Alliance and 
Commerce; nay, he lives to the whole Race of 
Mankind: whatſoever has the Character of Man, 
and wears the ſame Image of God that he does, is 
truly his Brother; and on account of that Natu- 
ral Conſanguinity has a juſt Claim to his Kind- 
nels and Benevolence. Not that private Offenders - 
are not to be puniſh'd with loſs of Goods, of Lt 
berty, of Life it ſelf, in proportion to the Offence ; 
nor juſt Wars not to-be undertaken for the Security 
of National Happineſs. Wars and Offences will 
come (ſuch is the imperſection of Humane State) 
and Woe be to them by whom they come ; but then- 
thoſe very Severities, the neceſſary Effects of Penal 
Laws at Home, and of Wars and Ruptures abroad, 
do all ariſe and flow from a principle of Love and 
Kindneſs. 


(14) 


"Kindneſs, Tis a ſuperior Love for the good of 
the whole Community, which makes it neceſſary 
to cut off thoſe noxious Members of it, as mortified 
Limbs are freely parted with to preſerve the reft of 
the Natural Body. Certainly the nearer one can 

arrive ta this univerſal Charity, this Benevolence 

to all Humane Race; the more he bas of the Di. 
vine Character imprinted on his Soul: For God is 
Love, Gys the Apoſtle: He delights in the Ela ppi 
neſs of all his Creatures. To this public Prin- 
ciple we owe aur Thanks, far the Inventors of 
Sciences and Arts ; for the Founders of Kingdoms, 
and firſt loſtitutors of Laws, for the Heroes that 
hazard o abandon their on Lives for the dearer 
Love of their Country; for the Stateſmen that 
genexouſly ſacrifice their private Profit and Eaſe to 
eſtabliſh the public Peace and Proſperity for Ages 


do come. And if Nature's ſtill Voice be liſten'd 


to; this is really not only the nobleſt, but the plea- 
lanteſt Imployment. For though Gratitude, and a 
due acknowledgement andi return of Kindneſs re: 
ceiv;d,. is a dofirable good; and implanted in our 


Nature by God: himfelf, as. a: ſpur to mutual. Bene: 
licence ; yet in the whole tis certainly much more 
pleaſant to love than to be belov'd again. For the 
Sweetneſs and Felicity of Life conſiſts in duly ex- 
erting and employing thoſe ſociable Paſſions of 
the: Soul, thoſe Natural! Inclinations co Charity 


and 


(15) 
and Compaſſion, And he that has given his Mind - 
a contrary Turn and Byas ; that has made it the 
feat of Selfiſhneſs and of Unconcetnment for all 
about him, has deprivd himſelf of the greateſt 
comfort and reliſh of Life. Whilft he fooliſhly 
deſigns to live to himſelf alone, he lofes that very Ting 
which makes Life it ſelf deſirable. So that in a word, 
if we are created by our Maker to enjoy Happi- 
neſs and Contentment in our Being; if we are 
born for Society and Friendſhip, and mutual Af 
ſiſtance; if we are deſign'd to live as Men, and 
not as wild Beaſts of the Deſert; we muſt truly 
ſay in the words of our Text, That none of us 
liveth- to himſelf. 

V. But again, Fifthly, beſides this Moral View 
of the World, if we conſider the ſtate of Humane 
Liſe, as it's inſtuenc d by Religion and the Goſpel 
ol Chriſt, we ſhall yet have a eleater diſcovery of 
the truth of our Text. For a Man truly religious 
cannot be ſaid to live to himfelf, but to God, to 
whom he has dedicated his Worſhip and Ser vice. 
The Service of God is the firſt principle and alti- 
mate end of all his Thoughts and Actions. Ever 
in the ſmalleſt Aﬀairs of Life; ether he eats or 
drinks or whatſoever he does, he does all to the gl of” 
God, 1 Cor. x, 3. In this he is elevated 80 200. 
gaig'd to a higher pitch of Duty above the Rules 
_ ans. vin of -mere Morality, That in chings 
ſeemingly 


(16) EE 
ſeemingly indifferent he has till his Eye fx'd 


on Heaven, how every thing may conduce to 
God's Honour, and to Peace and Righteouſneſs 
among Men. And in this ſtricter acceptation the 
words are here uſed by our Apoſtle; S jug, none 
of Us, of Us Chriſtians, liveth to himſelf; & 89, 
and none (not no man, as in our Engliſh Verſion, 
but none of Us Chriſtians) dieth to himſelf. Chriſti. 
anity excludes all Selfiſhneſs, not only in the to. 
tal and complex of Living, but in the minuteſt 
particulars and circumſtances of Life. For twas 
a Controverſy of this {maller ſize, that gave oc- 
caſion to our Text: 'twas neither about eſſential 
Duties of Moral, nor important Articles of Faith ; 
but about matters of free Choice and Indifference, 
of Scruples only and Iufirmities; about obſerva- 
tion of Days, and diſtinction of Meats ; things of 
| lawful Uſe or Neglect co thoſe that knew their 
own Liberty. And yet even in this caſe our A 

ſtle declares, that both ſides had the glory of God 
in their view, and not an indulgence to their 
own Appetites or Opinions. For be, ſays he, that 
obſerves the day, obſerves it to the Lord ; and he that 
obſerves not the day, to the Lord obſerves it not. And 
he that either eats or abſtains, to the Lord he doth either; 
and giveth God thanks. For none of Ils, then adds he, 
liveth to himſelf, and none (of us) dieth to himſelf. For 
whether we live, we live unto the Lord ; or whether we 


die, 


( 17 ) 


die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore or 
die, we are the Lord's, And the truth is, ſuch a 
general Reſignation of ones (elf to God is the firſt 
Contract, the expreſs Covenant of our religious 
Profeſſion, When we firſt take the Badge of Chri- 
ſtianity, our very Souls and Bodies are made an 
Offering to Chriſt: we have nothing left us, that 
we may call our own, as ſeparate from his Intereſt 
and Service : we are dead unto the World and to Sin, 
and live to God and to Righteouſneſs : we live no lon- 
ger to ourſelves: Chriſt, lays the Apoſtle, died for 
all ; that they which live, ſhould not thenceforth live to 
Themſelves, but to Him that died for them and roſe 


again. 


VI. And then, Sixthly, while a good Chriſtian 
is perſuaded, that he ought to live unto Chriſt ; in 
ſubordination to that Duty, he lives to all his Fel- 
low. Members in Chriſt, to all thoſe for whom our 
common Saviour ſuffer' d. He conſiders both his 
natural Abilities, and the external Bleſſings of Pro- 
vidence, as a Talent committed to his Care, to be 
imploy'd for the public Good, for promoting Piety 
and Virtue and Proſperity among men ; expecting 
at the Great Day to be call'd to his Account by an 
All knowing and Impartial Judge. For he fees, 
there is no Station or Condition of Life, no Office 
or Relation, or Circumſtance , but there ariſes from 

C it 
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it ſuch ſpecial Obligation, That he may truly be 
laid to live to Others, rather than to Himſelf. 

If any Perſons can be conceiv'd to enjoy the Pre- 
rogative of living to themſelves ; ſome perhaps may 
imagin, That the Monarchs and Princes of the 
World, with the chief Miniſters under them, have 
the faireſt claim to that Privilege; as poſſeſſing and 
commanding in the largeſt meaſure all the Power 
and Splendour and Voluptuouſneſs of Life. But 
if things are weigh'd in the juſt Balance of Reafon 
and Truth, they perhaps of all others have the leaſt 
pretenſe to Self-living. For though God himſelf has 
deſcrib'd them, that they are Gods among Men, as 
bearing the Character and Image of Divine Power 
and Authority: yet all that Superiority is ſolely de- 
riv'd and delegated from Him: tis a mere Truſt 
put into their Hands: they ate only Commiſſioners 
under Him, and accountable to him for the dif. 
charge of their great Office. So that They can the 
lefs be ſaid to live to themſelves; in as much as the 
extent and ſphere of Their Duty is wider than that 
of Others. For if the ancient Remark be always 
„Et jo: found moft true, & That the Maſter 
Under, i h . of the Houſe is the verieſt Servant of all 
his Family, becauſe he has the Care and Concern for 
all: fo, if the boldneſs of the Cornpariſon may be 
allow'd, the Supreme Magiſtrate himſelf, and thoſe 
that are next below him, ate the verieſt Subjects 

in 
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in all his Dominion. An inferiour Magiſtrate or a 
private Subject hath his Service confin'd wichin 
narrower Limits: the Prince's and the prime Offi- 
cer's Duty extends over the whole: ſo that by be- 
ing the Maſters and Protectors of all, they really 
become the Servants of all. They watch, that 
others may ſleep; They provide by timely thought 
and long, views for the Future, that others may 
reft ſecure in the poſſeſſion of the Prefemt , They 
upon great Emergencies run all the hazards of War 
abroad, that others may dwell in Peace and Fran- 
quillicy at home. And is this to live to ones ſelf? 
Surely, he chat imploys and dedicates all his thought- 
ful Hours, that expoſes his very Life, to the Safety 
of the Public, will not be thought to live to Him- 
ſelf, but to the Welfare of his Nation. 

But then there's a juſt return of Service, due from 
Subjects to their Governers; a faithful Loyalty, a 
cheerful Obedience, a reverential Honour and 
Eſteem, We muſt pay them the true Service of 
the Heart, fincere good Wiſhes and affectionate 
daily Prayers for their Safety and Succeſs : far 
leſs, ſhould be of thoſe, that interpret all actions 
of their Governers ; that warp the molt innocent 
Occurrences to Cenſure and Calumny ; that charge 
every adverſe Turn of Providence to a failure in 
their Conduct; always complainingiand traducing, 
lo as even to wiſh for croſs Accidents in the public 
C 2 Admi- 
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Adminiſtration, to purchaſe the malicious pleaſure- 
of murmuring and accuſing. Nor is this Tribute 
of our Hearts the only Right of our Governers : 
even our Poſſeſſions too, the Gifts of our An- 
ceſtors and the very Acqueſts of our own Hands, 
are not entirely our own, but in part due to the 
Community; and ought cheerfully to be paid, 
when they are lawfully exacted. So that Subjects 
alſo cannot be ſaid to live ſolely to themſelves, but 
partly and perhaps principally to their Prince and 

their Country. 
But at leaſt the wealthy retired Perſon, that en- 
joys an ample Inheritance without the toil and in- 
cumbrance of publick Imployments, He perhaps 
may be tempted ro imagin, that he can and may 
live to Himſelf and his own ſole Eaſe and Diverſions. 
But let ſuch a one conſider, That even in the moſt 
private Life there are various Relations and Duties 
thence ariſing : as a Husband, as a Father; a Ma- 
ſter, a Neighbour , a Member of the Community, 
of Chriſtianity at large, of the whole Race of Man: 
kind. Or, beſides all theſe, let him hear the words 
of the Apoſtle, Charge them that are rich in this world, 
that they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready 
to diſtribute, willing to communicate. Here's the Rich 
man's ſpecial Dury, here's his peculiar Province : 
he is conſtituted a Miniſter and Diſtributor of God's 
bounty for the relief of thoſe, that are helpleſs in ca- 
lamity 
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lamity and want. And if he prove an unjuſt 
Steward; if he ſquander his Talents in Luxury, or 
hoard them up with uncharitable Avarice, he'll at 
laſt be found among thoſe curſed. and miſerable , 
who ſaw our Saviour hungry, and gave him no meat ; 
thirſty, and gave him no drink; naked, and clothed him 
not; ſick or in priſon, and relieved him not: for in 
as much as they did it not to one of their poor 
Neighbors, they did it not to Him. Surely therefore the 
Rich perſons cannot be ſaid to live to themſelves ; . 
ſince they are only Truſtees under God for the Poor 
of the world, And then, as for the Poor themſelves, 
they (I preſume) of all men will never / be ſuſpected 
as living to their ſel ves; whoſe hard fate and condi 
tion in Life makes Other's pride and arrogance ima. 


gin, that they are born and deſign'd for nothing ſo 
much, as to live and labour for Them. 


And now having competently ſhewn through - 
the ſeveral Relations and Conditions of Humane Life, 
that None of us liveth to himſelf: let us procede to 
the ſecond branch of our Text, and advance our 
thoughts and views bey ond this world to another. 
And indeed if the former Propoſition be eſtabliſhed 
and allowed, Thatno man lives to himſelf: tis a ſhort 
and ready Inference from it, That ns man dies to him- 
ſelf. For Death abſtractly conſider d is nothing 
but a mere Privation; tis the Clauſe only and the 


Period 
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Period of Life. So that if the whole Line of Life 
be in the hands of another, and not in our on; 
Death, which is only the Extremity, the laſt Point 


of that Line, muſt of neceſſuy be in the fame hands. 


Il we live therefore to God, and not to our Selves , 


ve mult needs die to him alſo. | 

But let none of my Hearers ſo miſinterpret our 
Apoſtle; as if, by laying None of us dies to himſelf, 
he taught chat none of us could be acceſſory or con- 
tributing to his on Death. Without doubt he was 
not of their opinion, that believe the time, cauſe, 
and! circumſtances. of every mans Death: to be fixt 
immoveably by God's Preſcience, as by Neceflity or 
Fate. God can foreſee Contingencies, the free Re- 
ſolves of rational Agents, as well as the moſt neceſ. 
ſary Events in the material and inanimate World. 
But the divine Preſcience does not ſuperadd nor im- 
ply a fatal Neceſſity. That Notion robs us of our 
Free-will, of our Reaſon, of our very Soul; is re- 
pugnant both to Obſervation, and the reveal'd Word 
of God. Bloody and deceitfull men, ſays. the Royal 
Pſalmiſt, ſhall' not live ont HALF their days: ſo that 
'Impicry and Guilt depriv'd them of half that ſpace 
of Life, that in a natural courſe of things they might 
have arri ved to. And does not daily Experience 
teach us, That Intemperance, Temerity, and Vio. 
lence cut men off in the flower of their Age, and in 
the very meridian of Liſe. And again, how many 


are 
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ate daily repriev d and reſcued, from the very Jaws 
of impending Death, by the ſaving care and skill of 
the Phyſician ? But then withall, though the ſpace - 
of Life may be thus ſhortned, and the thred of it bro- 
ken by ſuch Accidents (though even thoſe roo come 
to pals, not without the-Fore-knowlege and Permil- 
ſion of God) yet perhaps it can never be lengthen & 
by all the power and wiſdom of Man. A Flower 
or Fruit may be plucked off by Force before the 
time of their Maturity: But they cannot be made 
to out. grow the fix d Period, when they are to fade 
and drop of themſelves. The Hand of Natute 
then plucks them off, and all Humane Art cannot 
with-hold it. And as God has fo appointed and 
determin'd the ſeveral Growcehs and Periods of the 
Vegetable Race: ſo he ſeems to have preſcribed - 
the ſame Law to the various kinds of Living Crea- 
rures. In che firſt formation and radiments of eve. | 
ry Organical Body, there are contain d the ſpeciſic | 
| 


Powers both of its Stature and Duration. And 
when the Evolution of thoſe Animal Powers is all 
exhauſted and run out; the Creature expires and 
dies of it ſelf, as ripe. Fruit falls from the Tree. 
So that, as we cannot add one Cubit, one Inch, 
to our Stature: ſo neither can we add one Day, 
one Hour, to our Years ; beyond that fix d Limit 
of Natural Life, to which our original Frame and 
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Conſtitution was made to extend. So certain is it, 
that none of us either liveth, or dyeth to himſelf: 
but all of us to God; who has given to each of 
us his particular Body, with the determin'd Powers 
and Period belonging to it. 10 


II. But then again, beſides our dying to God; 
even in reference to Men, we die to others, and not 
to our ſelves. A good Chriſtian ſhould in every 
Stage of Life act all to God's Honour, and the 
Good of Mankind; but eſpecially at his Depar- 
ture, in that laſt Scene of Mortality, which is moſt 
obſerv'd by the Spectators. His Light, in our Sa- 
viour's Language, ſhould always ſo. ſhine before Men, 
that they may glorify the Fat her, that is in Heaven : 
but particularly in that laſt Glimpſe of Life, when 
the Lamp is going out, it ought to break forth in 
an extraordinary Luſtre, The View of approach- 
ing Death removes all ſuch Diſguiſes and Verniſhes; 
as at other times are ſuſpected to conceal or colour 
mens Actions and Opinions. Every Man at the 
dying Hour is preſumed to ſpeak his true ſenſe of 
things: ſo that the words and behaviour ob a de- 
parting Soul has the moſt powerful influence on the 
Minds of the Living. And as Samſon flew more 

of the Philiſtines at once at his Death, than in all 
the Victories of his Life before: So an Apoſtle or 
| | a Con- 
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a Confeſſor of Chriſt has made more Converts to the 
Goſpel at the Scaffold or the Faggot, than by all the 
Labours of his former Miniſtry. And twas this 
deſign and view, that made ſo many of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians even breath and thirſt after Martyr- 
dom, To dye ſolitary in a Bed, amidſt the Tears 
of a few Friends, was an afflicting conſideration: 
Twas their daily and ardent Prayer, that the laſt 
Act of their Lives might rather be exhibited on the 
Theatre of the World, to confirm and ſeal public- 
ly with their Blood, what before they had propaga- 
ted in more private Aſſemblies. Tis true indeed, 
and bleſſed be God's Providence for it, that ſuch 
Examples as theſe need not, cannot, be copied by 
every one. Where God has given Peace and Tran- 
quillity to his Church, and brought the Civil power 
it ſelf under the eaſie Yoke of the Goſpel, the Law. 
rels of Martyrdom do not grow there. But how. 
ever, in the general, tis the Duty of every one, 
within the ſphere of his Acquaintance, as far as his 
Example can influence, as the nature and circum- 
ſtances of his Sickneſs may permit, to glorify his Ma- 
ker and Redeemer at his Death, at his paſſage from 
this ſhort Life to an endleſs Immortality. So that 
none of us can be ſaid to die only to our ſelves, but 
to God, and to thoſe that ſurvive us. 


D | III. But 
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II. But then, laſt of all, let us extend and en- 
large our View even beyond the proſpect of Death 
and the Grave: And we ſhall find that even in thoſe 
everlaſting Dwellings, prepared for the Good and 
the Bad, none ſhall live to himſelf, but one to a- 
nother. Even the Torments of the Damned, where 
the Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched, will 
receive a vaſt acceſſion of Miſery and Woe from 
the mutual weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of 
Teeth, Even there, they will not live and faffer ro 
themſelves ; but the Pains of cach will be multipli- 
ed and enhanc'd by the horrible Conſort and uni- 
verſal Accents of Sorrow and Lamentation. But 
the Idea of this is too frightful to be dwelt on; it 
eurdles the very Blood, and ſubdues the Imagina- 
tion, Let us rather transfer the Fancy to a more a- 
greeable Image, the bleſſed Station of Saints and An- 
gels, thoſe Regions of Light and Joy; where they 
dye indeed no more, neither to themſel ves nor others: 
but live immortally to God and to all the glorified 
Company. For even Heaven it ſelf without Com- 
munion and Society would loſe half of its Reliſh : 
even there, to live eternally to one's ſelf has ſome 
notion in it and tincture of Torment eternal. No 
Selfiſhneſs inhabits there; they compoſe a celeſtial 
| Quire, perpetually celebrating the Praiſes of God in 
Halle. 


C — 
Halleluiahs of Gladneſs and Devotion. Each Soul has 
its living Spring, an ebullition of its own Joy, ince ſ. 
| lantly recerving from and adding to the general Hap- 
pineſs. As all receive without meaſure from the ſame 
Fountain of Light; fo one happy Soul reflects to a- 
nother reciprocal Rays of Pleaſure and Amity, The 
conteimplation of the Divine Wiſdom, the admira- 
tion of his tranſcendent Goodneſs, of the Infinity of 
his Power, diſplayed in all his Works, eternally ſub- 
miniſter to the whole adoring Society freſh Anthems 
of Praiſe, freſn Raptures of Love, and freſh Con- 
gratulations of the common Felicity. May. the 
God of Heaven chen ſo fill up the Number of his 
Ele, that Millions of Millions there may ſurround 
his Throne, and make up an Aſſembly worthy ef 
thoſe great and glorious Manſions. To which God 
merics of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour and Redeemer... 
AMEN. 
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